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THE PIG POPULATION IN DECEMBER 1988 
A further marked decrease in the pig population 
The pig population survey carried out in all the Member States in 
December 1988 revealed a drop of 2.4% in the total population compared with 
the previous December survey and 1.7% compared with the August survey. The 
decline over the past year has now helped to end what was the worst pig market 
crisis since 1974. For several months the prices for all qualities of pig 
meat have been rising significantly and have now overtaken the marks for the 
previous two years. The positive yields once again offered by pig production 
are reflected in the considerable increases in the prices for piglets. In 
conjunction with what are still good prospects of exports to Japan and the 
United States (for which a downturn in domestic demand is forecast for the 
second half of 1989), the reduced production level in the Community promises a 
rise in prices with consumer income in real terms on the increase. 
The overall figure for the decline in the pig population - taking the total to 
101.4 million - is accounted for by a disproportionately large reduction in 
the population of piglets (-3.1%) and breeding sows (-5.7%). The major fall 
in the population of breeding sows, a slight reduction in pigs for fattening 
(-0.8% for animals between 80 and 110 kg) and even an increase in pigs for 
fattening of over 110 kg (+5.8%) document the end of the cautious temporising 
which characterised the pig breeders' behaviour at the end of last year. 
Perhaps the best indication of the holders' expectations is the number of the 
sows mated for the first time and the number of breeding sows not mated. As 
both populations have been cut by 8.1% and 7.8% respectively, the next few 
months promise further reductions in the population and lower production 
levels. 
This development tallies with the production forecasts made by the 
Member States. Gross indigenous production in the Community for the period 
December 1988 to November 1989 is forecast to drop by 3.3%, i.e. by 
5.4 million to 157.8 million animals. Whilst figures rose by 2% in 
December 1988 and January 1989 a reduction of between 4 and 2.7% is forecast 
for the following three two-month periods from February to July 1989. At the 
end of the forecasting period the production figures are forecast to fall 
sharply: by 7.8% in August/September and 4.1% in October/November 1989. 
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The sharpest drops in total pig numbers were registered in Luxembourg (-5.4%), 
in Spain and Portugal (-5.1% each) and in Germany (-4.1%), the United Kingdom 
(-3.7%) and the Netherlands (-2.9%). France recorded a below-average decrease 
(-1.8%), Italy (-0.3%) and Ireland (+0.1%) virtually no change and Denmark a 
slight increase (+0.6%). Belgium reported considerable growth of 4.8%. 
However, the introduction of registers in controlling swine fever in Belgium 
caused a break in the time series, with the result that the real development 
over time is difficult to assess at present. The 7.7% growth in the Greek 
populations is totally at odds with trends in the Community. 
Survey on the structure of holdings: Major differences between countries 
persist despite shifts in structure 
Every two years figures on the structure of pig holdings are recorded in all 
Member States in conjunction with the December survey. The results for 1987 
(Federal Republic of Germany 1986) are now available in full and are presented 
here mainly in graphic form. The structural differences between the 
Member States are extremely pronounced. For reasons of clarity, the nine size 
classes of the structure survey were combined in the first two figures to form 
four classes: 
- Very small holdings: 1 to 9 animals 
- Small holdings: 10 to 199 animals 
- Medium-sized holdings:. 200 to 999 animals 
- Large holdings: 1 000 and more. 
Figures 1 and 2 break down the total number of holders into percentages for 
specific size classes and show what percentage of the total population these 
holdings account for. The high percentage of very small holdings 
(1-9 animals) in most of the Member States is striking (over 90% in some 
cases). However, in most cases they hold only a negligible percentage of the 
national population. In 1987 for example, 91.2% of all holdings in Italy were 
in the smallest class but accounted for only 10.4% of the entire Italian 
population, whereas 53.8% of the total population was kept on 0.4% of the 
holdings (those with more than 1 000 animals). Just as striking, too, is the 
fact that in Germany, by far the largest producer of pigs in the Community, 
the percentage of animals kept in large holdings is the lowest in the whole of 
the Community. 
Figures 3 and 4 show each country's percentage share of the total pig 
population in EUR 12 in each size class (Fig. 3) and the number of holdings in 
EUR 12, again in each size class (Fig. 4). The national percentages of the 
total pig population or the entire number of holdings in EUR 12 can be seen 
from the margins of the two figures (TOT for total). These figures show, for 
example, that the relative significance of the German and Portuguese 
populations decreases as the size classes grow whilst the share of the Danish, 
Netherlands and UK populations increase. The two-fold structure in Italy and 
Spain, with one more traditional sector with a high percentage of very small 
holders and a modern sector with very large holdings, emerges clearly from the 
figures. 
The two graphs depicting each country in Figure 5 show the results in 
percentages for the last three surveys on the structure of holdings (1983, 
1985 and 1987) for all size classes. In each size class 1983, 1985 and 1987 
are shown in the form of a bar chart, illustrating both the changes and 
differences in structure between the Member States. Despite the considerable 
differences in structure the direction of the shift (though not the pace) is 
the same in all countries. The importance of populations in small holdings 
and the share of the total accounted for by small holdings are on the decrease 
as a shift takes place towards medium-sized and large holdings. These graphs 
show the percentages and illustrate how the populations and holdings are 
broken down and where structural change is occurring. One thing is absolutely 
clear: structural change throughout is coinciding with a dramatic drop in the 
number of holdings in all size classes. The two structure tables show that in 
EUR 10 the number of holdings has fallen since 1983 by 39,4% from 1.86 million 
to only 1.13 million. This development coincided with a simultaneous growth 
in the pig population of 8.8% from 78.26 to 85.1 million animals. 
Finally, we should point out that the French structure figures will probably 
be revised and that there is a peculiarity in the Luxembourg graphs. The 
considerable decline in the number of French holdings with 1 or 2 pigs is 
mainly due to statistical differences, while in Luxembourg the last three size 
classes were combined in 1983 for reasons of statistical confidentiality. 
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Struktur der Schweinehaltungen 1987 - Tiere in % 
Structure of pig holdings 1987 - Animals in % 
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Schaubild 5: Struktur nach Größenklassen 1983, 1985, 1987 
Figure 5: Structure according to size classes 1983, 1985, 1987 
Graphique 5: Structure par classe de grandeur 1983, 1985, 1987 
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